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       September 2009 

 

Dear Solano Winds Band Member, 

 

Welcome to the Solano Winds.  We are beginning our 15th year as a 
community band based in Fairfield.  Our goal is to provide brass, woodwind, and 
percussion players with a place to play their instruments in a friendly and 
energetic atmosphere, while at the same time performing music of the highest 
caliber. 

In our first 14 years, we’ve attracted musicians from nine counties and 
performed for thousands of people.  We’re not sure which we enjoy more — the 
high musical quality we’ve been able to achieve in our performances, or the 
incomparable camaraderie that is part of belonging to a musical organization.  
Fortunately, we don’t need to choose between those two — Solano Winds has 
provided plenty of both. 

To all of our returning players, especially those with us since our start in 
October 1995 — thank you!  To those joining us for the first time tonight —
welcome!  We hope you all find your experience worthwhile. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

    Bill Doherty 

     Conductor 



 3 

 
 

Bill Doherty, Director of the Solano Winds 

Bill earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in Music from the University of California, where he studied 
theory under Andrew Imbrie, conducting under Michael Senturia, and performed under the direction of Senturia 
and Bob Briggs.  He taught as a band director for eleven years, including posts at Vanden High School and 
Green Valley Middle School.  He formerly conducted the Berkeley Symphonic Band, a community band based 
in the East Bay. 

When Bob Briggs retired from his position at the University of California, Bill worked with him to 
create the Solano Winds Community Concert Band.  Bob directed the band for thirteen years until his passing in 
September 2008.  Bill incorporated the group and served as the first President on its Board of Directors.  He 
performed as principal trumpet in the group until he was named as the Music Director in 2008. 

Bill currently teaches mathematics and serves as the Technology Coordinator at Campolindo High 
School in Moraga, and lives in Fairfield with his wife, Solano Winds percussionist Jennifer Doherty, and two 
children, Kevin and Emily.  His oldest daughter, Melissa, currently studies at the University of Oregon. 

 

Liz Wildberger, the Voice of the Solano Winds 

Liz is the expert and elegant announcer at all Solano Winds concerts, providing delightful and 
informative program notes as well as presenting the band and director. 

Prior to her retirement from the Maryland school system, Liz was head of Media Services for the Pullen 
School for Creative and Performing Arts.  She also did Voiceover public information pieces for local radio and 
television stations, and was a media specialist for Maryland Public Television.  Currently, she resides at 
Paradise Valley Estates, and also serves on our Board of Directors. 

 

Our Board of Directors **        Staff * 

President   Phil Doty   **   School Liaison    Jennifer Doherty  ** 

Vice President  Chris Greene  **        “         “  Samantha Johnson  **  

Secretary   Liz Wildberger  **        “  “  Marcus Mills  **   

Donor Coord.  Liz Wildberger   Publicity & Marketing  Evie Ayers  *                                        

Treasurer                  Publicity & Marketing  Pam Thompson  *                                       

Music Director   Bill Doherty  **   Recording Coord.    Bill Doherty  

Librarian      Dick Grokenberger  **          “      “  Joe Rico    

Membership Cord.   Dick Grokenberger   Webmaster     Joe Rico  ** 

Uniform Coord.  Dick Grokenberger   Members at large   Linn Benson  ** & Otto Vasak  ** 
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Rehearsal / Performance Schedule 

Band rehearsals are on Tuesday evenings and will start promptly  at 
7:15 p.m.  There will be rehearsals every Tuesday from September 1 through 
December 8, 2009.   There will be no rehearsals on December 22nd. or 29th. 
In 2010, rehearsals will be from January 5 through May 28 (none on May 
4th.), with tentative rehearsals on June 8 and 15.  Obviously, there will be no 
rehearsal on Tuesdays that fall on the concert dates listed below.   

 

(Concert start times are approximate; please listen to announcement for 
concert times.) 
 

Band performances and times are tentatively as follows: 
 

Tue.  October 20, 2009      7:30 p.m.   Paradise Valley Estates (PVE) 

Fri.  October 23, 2009 8:00 p.m.   Fairfield Center for the Creative Arts (FCCA) 

Tue.  December 15, 2009 7:30 p.m.   PVE 

Fri.  December 18, 2009    8:00 p.m. FCCA  

Tue.  March 2, 2010  7:30 p.m. PVE 

Fri.  March 5, 2010  8:00 p.m. Vacaville Performing Arts Theater (VPAT) * 

Tue.  April 27, 2010   7:30 p.m. PVE 

Fri.  April 30, 2010  8:00 p.m. FCCA 

Tue.  May 11, 2010     7:00 p.m. FCCA (Joint w/schools) ** 

Tue.  June 1, 2010     7:30 p.m. PVE (“Best of….”) 

Sun.  June 6, 2010  TBA  Carmichael 

Sun.  June 20, 2010  Tentative Golden Gate Park Festival 

  

Call times: 
* Performance Call 7:00 P.M.  ** Performance Call 6:30 P.M. 

 Equipment Call 5:30 P.M.   Equipment Call 5:30 P.M. 
 

                      Call for all other performances  7:00 P.M. 

                      Equipment Call    6:00 P.M. 
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 Where we rehearse and perform 
Driving Directions 

Armijo High School Band Room: Take 
1-80 to Travis Blvd. exit.  Go east on Travis, 
past the mall.  After Lee Bell Park on your 
right, turn right onto Washington.  Go 5-6 
blocks to Armijo High School, and park in 
large student parking lot on your left; the band 
room is at the rear of the lot. 

Fairfield Center for the Creative Arts 
(FCCA):  Take 1-80 to the West Texas exit.  
Go east until you reach Taylor Street.  The 
theater is at 1035 West Texas Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

Paradise Valley Estates (PVE): Take 
North Texas Exit. Go south.  Turn left onto 
Dickson Hill Rd.  Turn left onto Dover Ave, 
then proceed 1.7 miles to Paradise Valley 
Estates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacaville Performing Arts Theater:  
(VPAT) From the west, I-80 to Allison Drive 
exit, right on Allison, left on Ulatis, right into 
cultural center.  From the east, 1-80 to E. 
Monte Vista, left onto E. Monte Vista, left on 
Allison, left on Ulatis, right into cultural center. 
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Attendance at rehearsals 
In order to learn the music and any changes made by the conductor, 

attendance at rehearsals is a must.  Unless prior arrangements have been made with 
the conductor and your section leader, if you miss the last two rehearsals before a 
concert, you will not be allowed to play in that concert.  New members should plan 
on attending at least four rehearsals before performing with the band.  It is very 
unnerving for a conductor to look into the band one or two weeks before a concert 
and see people who have never played in the band before! 

Call time for rehearsals is 7:00 p.m.  It is necessary for all band members to 
be in their seat and ready to play promptly at 7:15.  This means that you have 
done your individual warm-up and taken care of any details before the beginning 
downbeat at 7:15.  Rehearsals will run until approximately 9:15 p.m. 

If it becomes necessary for you to miss a rehearsal, please send an E-mail 
to (memberstatus@solanowinds.org), to let our leadership know.   If you share 
a folder, or play solo parts, please make arrangements with someone else to 
bring it to the rehearsal! 

Music 
You will be provided with a numbered folio of music at the beginning of the 

season.  It is absolutely required that you either: 

(1) Confirm that your previously submitted information on our UP-Date 
Roster is still accurate, correcting it if necessary, or  

(2) turn in a COMPLETE Member Information Form before receiving a 
folio.   

Unfortunately, every year we have music disappear, so we must know how 
to get in touch with you. 

During the season, you will turn in your music at the end of each 
“formal” concert .  Music for the next concert cycle will be issued at the next 
rehearsal. 

If for any reason you cannot make a concert, it is your responsibility to 
turn in your Folio and music to the librarian or the director as soon as possible.  
Much of the music we use is borrowed from neighboring bands, and must be 
returned complete.  Also, if you are sharing a folio with anyone, please be 
considerate and make sure it is available at rehearsals even if you are not, as stated 
in “Attendance at Rehearsals” section above.  Finally, please only mark your 
music with a #2 pencil and erase your markings prior to turn in, if possible.  
No pens, colored pencils, or highlighters are allowed.  Again, we have to return 
much of the music, so it must be in reasonable/readable condition. 
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Rehearsal Etiquette 
It is expected that the conductor will receive your respect and attention during all 

band rehearsals and concerts.  There is a scheduled 10 - 15 minute break during each 
rehearsal and this is the perfect time for socializing.  This is not to say there will be no 
talking allowed during rehearsals.  Please remember, though, that the primary purpose 
of our rehearsals is to improve our musical performance.  High musical standards, and 
the rehearsal etiquette required to reach those standards are parts of what make our band 
fun.  Please be considerate of the needs of other band members when warming up, so 
they can also be fully prepared at the beginning of rehearsal. 

We also ask that you turn off your cell phones, or at least silence them and refrain 
from using them during rehearsal. 
 

Band Room Etiquette 
Please do not use the phone, copier, instruments or office area without 

permission.  Clean up after yourself, especially your refreshments.  We want to continue 
to be welcome to use the Armijo High School Band Room.  Currently we are required to 
set up our chairs and stands prior to our rehearsal, and to return them to their racks at the 
end of rehearsal.  Please plan to arrive a few minutes early, and to stay a few extra 
minutes to help out. 
 

High school students 
If you are an outstanding musician in a local high school band, and would like to 

play with the Solano Winds, you must have the permission form signed and returned 
before your second rehearsal with the band. This form must be signed by a parent, the 
band director at your high school, and the Solano Winds conductor, William Doherty. 
 

Roster 
A photo-roster of band members will be published and distributed early in the year, after 
Member Information Forms are turned in and your picture has been taken.  Up-dates 
will follow throughout the concert season.  If your contact information changes during 
a concert season, please inform our leadership by sending an E-mail with the new 
information to:   memberstatus@solanowinds.org. 

 

Participation Fee:  The Solano Winds does not charge a participation fee. 
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Concert Dress 
The first impression we make with an audience is a visual impression! 

“Formal” concert dress for ladies is black.  For men, formal dress is black / navy / 
charcoal gray suit with white shirt, an appropriate straight tie and dark socks.  
Please make every attempt to present a professional appearance. 

For concerts at Paradise Valley Estates, joint concerts with the local schools, 
or other outdoor venues, “informal” dress for ladies and men is band polo shirt on 
top, black on bottom. Polo shirts are available through our Uniform Coordinator 
(UC) for $30.00.  Payment by personal check, made out to Solano Winds, is 
preferred.  If you do not have a shirt, please let the UC know early enough for him 
or her to procure one for you in plenty of time for the next performance. 

 

Concert Recordings 
All “formal” concerts during the season are professionally recorded.  CDs of 

each concert will be available for purchase as soon as possible afterward. 

 

We need your help! 
We are a non-profit group run by volunteers and need help from everyone to 

make our band run smoothly.  How can you help?  During the season, there will be 
times when help is needed for various things. 

One of the best things you can do to help is:  show up at the band room early 
before concerts to help the crew get the equipment loaded on the truck, and at the 
performance site, get everything set up for the concert.  Even more useful is to help 
take it all back to the band room afterward!  With many volunteers, these chores 
only take a few minutes and can be painless for everyone.  Thank you in advance 
for volunteering to help out when you can! 

We’d also like to invite you to become involved with the Board of Directors 
of the band.  The board meets before the second Tuesday rehearsal of each month 
at 6:00 p.m. at the band room.  (Check with a board member to confirm time and 
place, because meetings do shift from time to time). 


